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COVID PHE Fact Sheet: COVID-19 Vaccines and Treatment
Updated: 7/26/2023

Overview
COVID-19 vaccines and treatment updates

What Health Centers Need to Know
Critical Points-COVID-19 Vaccines
· Commercialization of COVID-19 vaccines *NEW*
· HRSA and MDHHS COVID-19 vaccine ordering through the federal government will end August 3rd. Orders can be placed through MDHHS until August 3rd and through HRSA until August 23rd.
· Please review MCIR data (physical inventory and doses administered reports) to determine need for August and September. Do not overstock!
· New strain vaccines are expected to be available mid to late September 2023, these vaccines will be the first COVID-19 vaccines available through the manufacturers directly. 
· Vaccines for those who are uninsured/underinsured *NEW*
· Uninsured/underinsured/Medicaid-eligible children under the age of 19 will be able to receive vaccines from the VFC program
· Uninsured adults will be able to receive vaccines through a program called the Bridge Access Program. 
· Vaccines for both programs will be ordered through MCIR/MDHHS
· Can health center be paid for the COVID-19 vaccines post PHE?
· The COVID-19 vaccines are supplied by the federal government at no cost to the health center thus the vaccine (medication) itself is no reimbursable.  The only service that would be payable (by any payer) would be the administration of the COVID-19 vaccine.  
· For Medicare, the COVID-19 vaccine administration is paid on the cost report.  
· For Medicaid, health centers are eligible reimbursement for COVID-19 vaccine administration when no other qualifying visit is performed (at times referred to as a stand-alone COVID-19 vaccine administration) after the ending of the PHE.  MDHHS did require all health centers to complete an APM agreement in order to be eligible for reimbursement.  Health center will continue to be eligible for reimbursement (with the APM agreement on file) through September 30, 2024. 
· For commercial insurance, many do and are expected to continue to reimburse providers for COVID-19 vaccine administration.
· Where can I find more information on billing and reimbursement for COVID-19 vaccines?
· MPCA has put together the  COVID-19 Vaccine Info (05.01.2023) that details codes and coverage
· We would also recommend checking out the MDHHS Temporary Extension to the Disaster Relief Policies for COVID-19 PHE Specific to Clinic Vaccine Administration Payments (MMP 23-26) policy and the CMS FQHC Center webpage for details on Medicare
Critical Points-COVID-19 Treatment
·  PHE ending will not affect EUAs for COVID-19 treatments 
· Existing EUAs for treatment will remain in effect and the agency may continue to issue new EUAs
· Prescribing of COVID-19 treatments will continue as directed by the EUA of the product
· PHE ending will not affect the supply of COVID-19 treatments
· Treatments will still be a federal asset and ordered through MDHHS or HRSA
· Treatments will continue to be free of cost until commercialization is finalized
· The transition of COVID-19 treatments to commercial markets is being discussed at the federal level and HHS has stated it is likely to take place by the end of 2023

What Health Centers Can Do
Right Now:
· Continue vaccinating per CDC recommendations
· Continue prescribing COVID-19 therapeutics per EUA directives

Resources & Links
Sub section 
· CDC Interim Clinical Considerations-COVID Vaccines
· CDC COVID-19 Schedule Infographic
· CDC COVID Schedule Infographic-Immunocompromised
· MDHHS COVID-19 Provider Webpage
· Side-by-Side Overview of Therapeutics Authorized or Approved for the Prevention of COVID-19 Infection or Treatment of Mild to Moderate COVID-19 (hhs.gov)
· Paxlovid | HHS/ASPR
· Lagevrio | HHS/ASPR
· FAQ: What happens to EUAs When the PHE Ends (FDA)
· Current State of the Transition of COVID-19 Medical Products to Commercial Markets_Feb282023
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